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For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance 
taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. Romans 15:4 (NIV) 

 
1When all the people had crossed the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, 2 “Now choose twelve men, one 
from each tribe. 3 Tell them, ‘Take twelve stones from the very place where the priests are standing in 
the middle of the Jordan. Carry them out and pile them up at the place where you will camp tonight.’” 

Joshua 4:1-3 (NLT) 
 
 
1.  Remember What God Has Done 
 
 “And these stones shall be for a memorial to the children of Israel forever.”  v. 7 
 
 12 be careful that you do not forget the LORD, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

13 Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths in His name. 14 Do not follow other gods, 
the gods of the peoples around you; 15 for the LORD your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and His 
anger will burn against you, and He will destroy you from the face of the land. Deut. 6:12-15 (NIV) 

 
 
Not only a time of remembering what God had done, but a time when. . . 
 
2.  Personal Commitment is Renewed  
 
 “And the children of Israel did so, just as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones from the midst of 

the Jordan, as the LORD had spoken to Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the children of 
Israel, and carried them over with them to the place where they lodged, and laid them down there. Vs. 8 

 
 
Not only was it a time of renewing personal commitment but a time to. . . 
 
3.  Learn to let past failures go – yours and others! 

 
 “(19)  Now the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they camped in 

Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. (20) And those twelve stones which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua 
set up in Gilgal.” Joshua 4:19-20 

 
 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind 

and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Ephesians 
4:31-32 

 
 
Finally, the memorial stones were to be a signpost to a lost world.  
 
4. Tell someone what God has done! 
 
 “ He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful and so 

that you might always fear the LORD your God.” Joshua 4:24 (NIV) 
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